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Sunday, May 23 - Come to Art in Action at Glen Echo Park

Art in Action
On Sunday, May 23, the Foundation
in cooperation with the NPS is spon-
soring its second annual Art in Ac-
tion at Glen Echo Park. From 1:00
pm till 5:00 pm, artists, theater per-
formers, puppeteers, environmental-;
ists, modern dance instructors, and
social dance instructors will offer a
taste of the classes they hold

feather quill pen making, and other
arts. Several of the artists will be
holding open house. Come and enjoy
a picnic at the park picnic tables and
an afternoon of art and dance for the
whole family.

Foundation Annual Meeting
After the activities, you are invited to
stay for the annual Foundation meet-

throughout the year at the park. ¥ ing at 5:15 pm, at which the board

Free demonstrations and mini- Kathy Darby demonstrates the pottery Wil present its financial statement
classes will be set up all around the wheel to young artists and give an update on the status of the

park. Guitarists and other musicians ters will teach beginning wheel tech- Enzjler;gggn\;vr;l? glgcgfésétigg%%?rgnof
will entertain as well as demonstrate niques. There will be demonstration: directors for the coming year

their teaching techniques. Dance in- in improvisational dance, sculpture, ’
structors will offer short courses in  metalworking, quilting, the natural Dance

ballroom dancing and contra danc-  environment (including animals with Afterwards, please stay for a lively
ing. Glass artists will demonstrate  scales and tails), local healing plants evening of contra dancing, starting at
stained glass, jewelry making, glass and puppetry as well as mini-classes 7:30 pm in the Spanish Ballroom ($8
blowing, and other techniques. Pot- in drawing, painting, cartooning, admission).

$18 Million Proposed for Glen Echo Park

eral — have included funds for the  to show our support for the park, we
park’s restoration in their proposed will increase our chances of getting
budgets. the funding to complete the greatly
The proposed budgets are being needed renovations.
considered by the legislative bodies  The future management of the
for each level. The Maryland State park is an area that is still unresolved.
legislature has already approved the The Park Service must first prepare
funding. The Montgomery County an Environmental Impact Statement
Council will vote on its budget by  (EIS) to determine the effects of any
. the end of April. Congress is begin- changes to the management and op-
Senator Sarbanes announces funding ning to consider the funding and will eration of the park, a process that will
vote later in the spring or summer. take 14 months. Since the plan that
On January 30, Senator Sarbanes andn addition to Senator Sarbanes, the Foundation and the County en-
nounced at Glen Echo Park that Congresswoman Connie Morella ha: dorse calls for a continuation of the
funds to restore the park will be in-  been crucial in building supportin  existing programs with professional
cluded in the President’s FY 2000  Congress, as has Senator Mikulski. management and adequate funding,
budget. Now all three levels of gov- Thanks go to all of you who have we are optimistic that the results of
ernment — County, State, and Fed- helped us get this far. If we continue the study will be positive.




Renovations of Park Buildings Planned

Tim Buehner explains the renovation plan

On March 15, Superintendent Au-
drey Calhoun of the National Park
Service announced preliminary time
lines for the rehabilitation of struc-
tures in Glen Echo Park. The Park
Service hopes to keep programs
functioning during the rehabilitation
by moving them into alternative fa-
cilities temporarily. Tim Buehner,
the NPS historic architect, empha-
sized that it is important to keep pro-
grams running as fully as possible
during construction so that park use
remains at high levels.

Buehner explained that the work
will occur in five stages: planning,

designing, bidding or task orders,
construction, and moving coopera-
tors back into the facilities. Design
work will begin on July 1, 1999.

During the work, programs will
be relocated into trailers, the Arcade
the Bumper Car Pavilion, the Cuddle
Up, and the maintenance shed. The
Puppet Co. will ultimately move to
the North Arcade, which will be
completely rebuilt.

Work on the Spanish Ballroom
will restore much of the early nine-
teenth century character of the fa-
mous dance hall, once used only in
summer. Exterior work will be done
first without disruption to program.
Interior work will begin in the spring
of 2000 and last about seven monthg
Dancing will move to the Bumper
Car Pavilion, which will by then
have a new roof and electricity. The
pavilion will accommodate about
425 dancers. Imaginative members
of the audience suggested that per-
haps swing dances will spill over
into the Cuddle Up or onto rented
platforms.
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Benefit Performance for the New Playground

The Playground Committee is holding a delightful musical retelling of Red

a benefit performance to raise money Riding Hood with visits from the three

for the new playground at the park.
What's a Wolf to Dowill be pre-

Adventure Theatre on Friday, May

little pigs, Goldilocks, and the three

bears. It is suitable for children 3 and
sented by the Picture Book Players of up. The carousel will be open for this

To order tickets, send in the
form below. Your reservation is
complete only after we confirm by
phone or e-mail. Please pick up
your ticket at the box office on the

event from 6 to 9 pm and a dessert re- evening of the performance. Call

14, at 7 pm at the theater. The play is ception will follow the performance.

301-229-90490r information.

What's a Wolf To Do?

Child 12 and under tickets at &farh Patron tickets ae&a

Adult tickets at $2ach Benefactor tickets at 8460

Donor tickets at $5h Total

Mr/Mrs/Ms Date
Address City/State/Zip

Telephone (home) (work) E-mail address

Please charge my contribution to myVisa O MasterCard Card Number Expiration

Signature

or make check payable to tfden Echo Park Foundation — Playground Payment must accompany reservation.
Please mail to Playground Benefit, Glen Echo Park Foundation, 7300 MacArthur Boulevard, Glen Echo, Maryland 20812



What is Contra Dancing?

to the culture and
values of the lo-
cale in which they
are performed. A
dance form similar
to contra dance is
found in Martin-
ique, home to de-
scendants of Irish
immigrants, where
a Caribbean style
of movement has
been added. In the
United States
some musicians in-
corporate jazz elements into tradi-
tional tunes.
Today, contra dancers begin the

L

Contra dancers enjoy a Friday night dance

The energetic twirling and swaying
that occurs on Friday and Sunday
nights in the Spanish Ballroom at
Glen Echo is currently known as
contra dancingContra dancing is a
very old form of traditional dance  of dance figures with another couple
done by unschooled dancers of all before progressing either up the line
ages and abilities, coming together t or down the line to dance with a new
share community spirit and joy. The couple. The eight to ten figures in a

dance in two long lines of facing part-
ners. Each couple steps through a se regarded music and

folk dancing. The Friday night dances
began in 1983 when a group of danc-
ers led by callers Lou Shapiro and
Bruce Strand moved their dance to
the Spanish Ballroom. As the Friday
night dance grew in popularity, it was
reorganized to be run by the Dance
Committee, which became a park co-
operator in 1985. Also that year the
Folklore Society of Greater Washing-
ton moved its Sunday night contra
dance to the Ballroom. By the mid-
eighties the Spanish Ballroom had be-
come a dance mecca for the entire
Eastern Seaboard.
Average attendance
was 250 to 300.
Dancers traveled to
experience the highl

calling. Bands found
that two perform-

ances a week at Gle..
Echo helped finance an entire East

music has roots even older than the dance are then repeated with the nev Coast performance tour. Many danc-

dance form and is usually Celtic or
Appalachian. The tunes are often
jigs and reels.

Contra dancing has evolved from
the French and English Country
Dancing of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, according to
dance historian Bob Dalsemer. Con-
tra dancing uses figures common to
those two genres and to Irish Coun-
try Set Dancing and American
Square Dancing. The Irish sets de-
veloped from the dances of Brittany.
The termcontradanceis derived
from a French corruption of the Eng-
lish term
country
dance
Originally
tunes and
dances were
paired to-
gether, but
in time these matches were lost and
new dances were written to old
dance tunes. Both the music and the
dance figures have gradually adapte

couple. Ultimately participants dance ers were inspired to become callers or

with everyone in the line. learn to play the dance music. In 1992
New dance figures have been de- the Dance Committee changed its

veloped by choreographers, but some¢ name to the Friday Night Dancers.

of the oldest dances are still popular.  Today, the hundreds of Washing-

When a new dance is introduced, ton area dancers whose lives revolve

dancers practice the steps in a walk- around their experiences at Glen Echo

through, instructed by a caller who  carry on a cultural and community

will continue to cue the dance once tradition that is unique in our fast

the music starts. Dancers today add paced, ever-changing, technical, often

their own flourishes and especially  impersonal world. We invite you to

enjoy the opportunity for flirting that  join us.

the dance provides. Children often

pick up the steps more readily than

adults. When newcomers discover

Sarah Fulton
Photos by Sally Hoffman

how easy it is to learn the figures an .
how much help is available from oth- Upcoming Events
ers, they often dance an entire even-| \what's a Wolf To Do? May 14
ing. Lately more and more tee_n_—agers Contra Dance Benefit May 14
and young adults have been filling thg _ _
ranks along with the babyboomers | ArtinAction May 23
and grandparents. Annual Foundation

Contra dancing came to Glen Ech{  Meeting May 23
in 1977 when the historic Spanish Irish Feis May 29
Ballroom was re_opened by the Na- Irish Festival May 30
tlpnal il S.erVICe and a Saturday Washington Folk Festival ~ Jun 5, 6
night dance included several types of




Saving the Bumper Car Pavilion

In 1923, the second bumper
car ride ever built was in-
stalled in the famous Glen
Echo Amusement Park. The
bumper cars jostled riders un
til 1968 when the amuse-
ments were closed. Eventu-
ally the National Park Service
acquired the park, but upkeep
became costly, the buildings
deteriorated, and the pavilion
was closed. Today, however,
the pavilion is finding new life.
Through the ingenuity and fore-
sight of Park Ranger Stan Fowler
and his band of hard working volun-
teers, the Bumper Car Pavilion is
evolving into a venue for perform-
ances, dances, picnics, exhibits,
classes, and craft shows.

On a cold Saturday in February, |
watched as three men struggled and
strained to place a newly built col-
umn into position to replace one de-
stroyed by rot and termites. One
member of the three-man team
slowly raised the roof an inch or two
by elongating the scaffolding. The
other two steadied the heavy column
and gradually wedged it into place.
Sixteen columns were removed and
rebuilt while scaffolding donated by
Miller and Long Construction Co.
held up the roof.

Before the new column was
placed, armies of volunteers exca-
vated under the floor to make room
for new footers and foundations and
to provide space for future electrical
and ventilation systems. Prior to that
came roof stabilization and leveling
and removal of rotted columns,
joists, and floor boards. The volun-
teer workers have carefully investi-
gated the original structure and la-
beled and saved the removed por-
tions for future archeological and
historic research as advised by the
National Park Service archeologists.

The building is a one-story, shin-

Montgomery County volunteers remove some of
the 7,000 screws that held down the steel floor

broad gabled ends, typical of early
amusement park structures. The
bumper car ride, called the Skooter,
featured 25 two-passenger cars oper
ated by electricity over a steel floor.

A little-known fact about this
project is that in spite of reconstruc-
tion estimates ranging from
$300,000 to $450,000 in 1987 and
recommendations to tear down the
Pavilion because it was a hazard, the
current work on the building has
been accomplished with fewer than
2000 hours of volunteer time by
about 300 individuals and with less
than $10,000 in costs.

Love of this park and the invalu-
able enrichment it provides moti-
vated young mothers, Boy Scouts,
AmeriCorps members, social danc-
ers, and many others to spend tedi-
ous hours removing the packed clay
soil from under the building and pry-
ing off the old metal floor. A man
convicted of a misdemeanor spent
his community service hours paint-
ing new parts. Besides Ranger Fow-
ler, two board members of the Glen
Echo Park Foundation, Peter
Somerville and Neil Zimmerman,
have labored endlessly this winter to
get the new columns ready to insert
under the roof. Steve Satterfield and
Lee Hampton cut hundreds of small
pieces of wood for replacement rail-
ings. Peter Galloway and Joy Borg

gled structure with a convex roof and hold the award for working the most

hours as excavators.

There is much left to accomplish:
Install the rest of the columns, out-
riggers and railings. Inspect and re-
pair the subfloor and level the floor.
Provide electrical and ventilation
systems. Restore the eaves, including
the delicate lattice work, and repair
the roof. The eaves and roof will be
sponsored by the National Park Serv-
ice and contracted out so that the pa-
vilion will be ready for use as transi-
tional space during the park renova-
tions.

Park supporters wishing to volun-
teer are encouraged to come out this
May to assemble and install the col-
umns and railings. Fowler, Somer-
ville, Satterfield, and Zimmerman
are putting the southwest corner to-
gether to serve as a model for the
rest of the building and to determine
the most efficient way to proceed.
People are needed to work weekly so
that a steady crew of knowledgeable
laborers can continue the work with-
out frequent instruction. Contribu-
tions of food and beverages on Sat-
urdays would add to the community
spirit. In this age of "government
won't do it all,” the Bumper Car Pa-
vilion has become a monument to
the industry, motivation, and persis-
tence of volunteers.

Sarah Fulton

Give Now
So That Glen Echo

Park Lives!
Show your support for the park
and its cultural arts programs by
making a special gift now to the
Glen Echo Foundation. Dollars
and gifts of stock show as much
support as petitions. Any amount
helps. Let the NPS know that YOU
want Glen Echo Park to continue
to enrich the lives of your family
and the extended community.



Rick Sherbert, Glassblowing Artist

A few steps away from the hubbub of evenings than at his
Glen Echo Park, down past the spookyay job. He then dis §
remnants of the Crystal Pool, an an- covered fused glass,

During his second ses-
sion at Penland he dis-
covered contra dancing,
and his search for a local
contra dance in the
Washington area led him
gruff old woodsman | half-expect, dichroic glass, met #= . to the Spanish Ballroom
Rick Sherbert, a genial, fortyish fel-  craftsman who got | | at Glen Echo Park,

low, opens the door. And instead of théim interested in & where he noticed the
cozy hodgepodge suggested by the buglassblowing. After nearby artists’ studios.
colic setting, the interior of the cottagetaking an intensive, | He submitted a proposal
is immaculately neat, clean, and month-long glass- to the Park Service, got
sparsely furnished. The air inside is  blowing class at the accepted, and created a
crisply hot - arid as a desert - and the Penland School in studio in the caretaker’s
far end of the room is dominated by anNorth Carolina, old stone cottage.

Rick Sherbert starts a bowl
by blowing a glass bubble

enormous furnace. Rhythm and blues Sherbert found he Sherbert's classes have
music wafts over the roar of the fur- had fallen hard for his new craft. Firec been wildly popular, with long wait-
nace and the walls are lined with with enthusiasm, he signed up for a ing lists forming soon after the

shelves that display colorful glass two-month session later that year. He schedules are published. Part of the
bowls and vases. Students huddle in agonized briefly about the effect this reason for the success of his pro-

the center of long absence would have on his com- gram, aside from Sherbert's excel-
the room, con- puter career, then took a decisive lea| lent teaching manner, is that the
ferring over an of faith and quit his job to blow glass Glen Echo studio is the only pub-
amorphous full-time. Excitement radiates from  licly accessible studio between
lump of hot him as he describes his discovery of Philadelphia and Atlanta. Very few
glass. “living, flowing” glass, so different glassblowers open their studios to

Sherbert was a senior analyst in a from working in stained glass, “rigid, students. Sherbert envisions ex-
major Washington area computer comeompartmentalized bits that were al- panding the glass program to ac-
pany when he took up stained glass aseady dead.” He found two glassblow commodate more than the current
a hobby in 1984. Almost immediately, ers in the DC area and offered to do six students at a time and offering
his work was recognized. He started anything around their studio in ex-  master classes by world-class artists
accepting commissions and gradually change for the opportunity to learn.  in the medium. Achieving that

found he was becoming busier in the Rick Sherbert had found his calling. (Continued on page 6)
Yes! Please enroll me in the following category:

| want to be a member of the Glen Echo Park Foundation alo $30 Basic Membership O $500 Golden Dancer

be part of the continuing effort to restore and enhance the [ O $50 Supporting O $1000 Brass Ring Club

as a center for cultural, educational, and recreational pursu O $100 1891 Club 0 Other $

0O $250 Silver Stander

| want to make an additional donation of $ to the following fund:
O General Restoration [0 Carousel Restoration 0 Spanish Ballroom 0O Bumper Car Pavilion 0O Playground 0O Pottery
0 Please send details on stock or property donations 0 My employer will match my contribution. | am enclosing the appropriate forms

Mr/Mrs/Ms Date

Address City/State/Zip

Telephone (home) (work) E-mail address

Please charge my contribution to myVisa 0 MasterCard Card Number Expiration
Signature

I would like to volunteer: O at park events 0 in the office O with the restoration projects O with fundraising

My skills or interests are

The Glen Echo Park Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization, and membership and donations are tax deductible
Please make checks payable to the Glen Echo Rawkdation
Please mail to Glen Echo Park Foundation, Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Boulevard, Glen Echo, Maryland 20812



Rick Sherbert (continued from page 5)
dream would require a larger space.
Plans have been discussed for a new to hone his skills, produce his work,
three-dimensional arts facility some- and keep up with a rigorous schedule
where in Glen Echo Park that could
house the glass, sculpture, and metal- mal symmetry of his work in a me-
working programs, but all plans are on dium that so lends itself to natural
hold until the future management of
the park is determined.

In the meantime, Sherbert keeps
busy balancing the joys and demands The challenge of creating a perfect
of teaching with practicing his craft. ~ shape is what intrigues me.” Yet his

Although he could fill more classes

work, so eloquent in its vivid color
than he currently has, he needs time and purity of line, seems poised at
the juncture of art and craft.

Whether glassblowing is an art

of shows. When asked about the for- or a craft, it is indisputably fascinat-
ing to watch. Next time you're at
the park, drop by and experience for
forms, he responds, “I'm an engineer, yourself the magic that goes on be-
a tool junkie - not an artist. It's really hind the green door of the care-
easy to make the floppy organic stuff. taker’s cottage.

Betsy Platt

Making Contributions of Stock

Here's how you can help the Founda- sold all your shares tomorrow, you
tion and save money at the same time would pay between 25 to 30% of the
Everyone knows the stock market has gains in federal and state taxes. If in-
grown in leaps and bounds over the stead you gave even one of those
past ten years. One form of contribu- shares to the Foundation, you could
tion that has positive tax conse- claim the total $100 contribution as
guences for the contributor is to make an offset against other inconand
a gift to the Foundation of stocks that pay less taxSo again, the comparison
have significantly increased in value is, lose 25 to 30% of the increase in
since their date of purchase. When  your investment to taxes or make a
you sell stocks that have increased in heartfelt pledge to Glen Echo Park
value, you pay capital gains taxes (up and pay less tax than you would havg
to 30%) on the incremental value, but otherwise.
when you contribute stocks to a chari-  Certain limitations may apply to
table cause, you can claim the full larger contributions. Consult your tax
value of the gift as a charitable contri- advisor to be sure you can fully de-
bution. duct your gift in the year it was made
This is the way it works: If you For information about stock trans-
purchased 10 shares of Lucent Tech- fers to the Glen Echo Park Founda-
nologies a year ago at $50 a share,

tion, please call the Foundation treast

these shares are now worth roughly urer, Carole Fredrick, at 301-320-

Contra Dance
Fundraiser

A special Friday Night Dance on
May 14 will raise funds for the
Glen Echo Park Foundation whil
celebrating twenty three years of
music and dance at the Spanish
Ballroom. It will feature tunes an
choreography composed in hond
of the ballroom and the park.

The Glen Echo Open Band
will play and Greg Frock and Anm
Fallon will call the dances. The
event will run from 8:30 to mid-
night, with a free beginners' les-
son at 7:30. Admission for this
spectacular evening is $10.00.

The Friday Night Dancers
committee encourages creative,
lively, and original outfits for
dancing.

11%

=

$100 a piece, a 100% profit. If you 2330.
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